
Coastal Bend 
12 County Needs Assessment 

 
FINAL REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared for: 
Coastal Bend Community Needs Assessment  

Steering Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

University Associates 
340 Jackson 

Corpus Christi, TX 78411 
 

June 2004 
©2004 University Associates 



2 

COASTAL BEND COMMUNITY STEERING COMMITTEE 
 

Patricia A. Townsend, Del Mar College — Chair 
Linda Bridges, American Federation of Teachers 

Rudolfo “Rudy” Cantu, Nueces County Community Action Agency 
Chuck Cazalas, CITGO Corpus Christi Refinery 

Tim Hanners, Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
Sister Carol Ann Jokerst, CHRISTUS Spohn Health System 

Betty Lamb, Area Agency on Aging 
Joe Martinez, Nueces County Community Action Agency 

Oscar Martinez, Work-Force 1 
Linda McKamie, weFlLEinc 

Rick Merrill, Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
Jim Moloney, Coastal Bend Community Foundation 
Lorraine Moon, MHMR Center of Nueces County 
Mike Quintanilla, Miller Environmental Services 

Charles Sportsman, Coastal Plains Community MHMR 
Catrina Steinocher, Women’s Shelter of South Texas 
Andrea Tippit, Coastal Plains Community MHMR 

Wallace Whitworth, MHMR Center of Nueces County 
Krishna Zambrano, Texas A&M Corpus Christi 

 
COASTAL BEND COMMUNITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT SPONSORS 

 
CHRISTUS Spohn Healthcare System 

Coastal Bend Council of Governments/Area Agency on Aging 
Nueces County MHMR 

Work-Force 1 
Nueces County Community Action Agency 

Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
Coastal Bend Community Foundation 

Coastal Plain MHMR 
Accessible Communities 

Corpus Christi Medical Center 
United Way of the Coastal Bend 

 
 
 
 

Coordinated through the United Way of the Coastal Bend 
2902 Leopard St. 
P. O. Box 9011 

Corpus Christi, TX 78469 
(361) 882-2529 
(800) 421-4636 

http://www.uwcb.org/



3 

Table of Contents 
 

           Page: 
Part I:  Introduction: Overview of Research Methodology  6 
 
Part II: Executive Summary and Recommendations   19  
 
Part III: Research Findings of Target Need Areas   30 
 
Target Need Area: Children and Youth     41    
 Overview of the Issue       42 
 Part I. Summary of the results     43 
 Part II. Archival Analysis      49 
 Part III. Citizens’ Perspectives including qualitative data  57 
 Part IV. Key Informant Perspectives including qualitative data 60 
 Part V. Findings and Conclusions     61 
  
Target Need Area: Families       63  

Overview of the Issue       64 
 Part I. Summary of the results     65 
 Part II. Archival Analysis      70 
 Part III. Citizens’ Perspectives including qualitative data  76 
 Part IV. Key Informant Perspectives including qualitative data 80 
 Part V. Findings and Conclusions     82 
 
Target Need Area: Seniors       84   

Overview of the Issue       85 
 Part I. Summary of the results     86 
 Part II. Archival Analysis      89 
 Part III. Citizens’ Perspectives including qualitative data  94 
 Part IV. Key Informant Perspectives including qualitative data 97 
 Part V. Findings and Conclusions     98 
 
Target Need Area: Education/Preparation/Job Skills   100  

Overview of the Issue       101 
 Part I. Summary of the results     102 
 Part II. Archival Analysis      105 
 Part III. Citizens’ Perspectives including qualitative data  112 
 Part IV. Key Informant Perspectives including qualitative data 114 
 Part V. Findings and Conclusions     116 
 
Target Need Area: Self-Sufficiency/Basic Needs    118 

Overview of the Issue       119 
 Part I. Summary of the results     120 
 Part II. Archival Analysis      125 
 Part III. Citizens’ Perspectives including qualitative data  131 



4 

 Part IV. Key Informant Perspectives including qualitative data 135 
 Part V. Findings and Conclusions     137 
 
Target Need Area: Neighborhoods/Communities    139  

Overview of the Issue       140 
 Part I. Summary of the results     141 
 Part II. Archival Analysis      144 
 Part III. Citizens’ Perspectives including qualitative data  149 
 Part IV. Key Informant Perspectives including qualitative data 150 
 Part V. Findings and Conclusions     152 
 
Target Need Area: Health/Well-being     154 
 Overview of the Issue       155 
 Part I. Summary of the results     157 
 Part II. Archival Analysis      161 
 Part III. Citizens’ Perspectives including qualitative data  174 
 Part IV. Key Informant Perspectives including qualitative data 177 
 Part V. Findings and Conclusions     181 
 
Target Need Area: Disabilities      183  

Overview of the Issue       184 
 Part I. Summary of the results     185 
 Part II. Archival Analysis      187 
 Part III. Citizens’ Perspectives including qualitative data  191 
 Part IV. Key Informant Perspectives including qualitative data 194 
 Part V. Findings and Conclusions     195 
 
Part IV: County Specific Observations     196 

Aransas        197 
Bee         233 
Brooks         270 
Duval         306 
Jim Wells        342  
Kenedy        378 
Kleberg        413 
Live Oak        448 
McMullen        484 
Nueces         520 
--Summary of Research by Youth Opportunities United  530 
Refugio        557 
San Patricio        593 

 
Part V: Sources        629 
 
Part VI: Appendices        634 
Appendix A -Phase One Listening Sessions:  



5 

Raw Data -Citizens’ Perspectives     635  
Appendix B-Phase Three Response Focus Groups:  

Raw Data-Citizens’ Perspectives     669  
Appendix C - Phase Two Key Informant Focus Groups Raw Data  677 
Appendix D - Key Informant Survey Results     693 
Appendix E – Telephone Survey Results         704                                                  
Appendix F – Miscellaneous Procedural Documents    721 

Letter of Invitation to Key Informant Focus Groups   722 
Letter of Invitation to Community Listening Sessions  723  

 Community Listening Session Script      724  


